WEBINAR
DOMAIN NAMES & HOSTING

1. Choose your domain name based on your main keyword – not your business name.

2. Your domain name is probably the most important SEO that you can have to ensure the search engines rank you high. As all search engines search on keywords, this explains why you should include your keyword in your domain name.

3. If your current domain name is not the best for SEO, then put a more relevant domain name on your existing site and point the old name to it so that you do not have to print your existing promo material again (business cards) e.g. NEW www.homebasedbusinessaustralia.org OLD pointing to it www.hbba.biz
4. Make every effort to get a .com (or a .org if you are an organisation) – nothing else - as this is what the world tends to remember (no .biz; .net etc)
5. We built a demo site to show people how to use XSite Pro last year (fantastic cheap and easy to use software to build a site) and we will use this site to demonstrate domain names. Keep in mind that this site is not completed.
6. We wanted to use ‘More Than Skin Deep’ – but that domain name was taken, so we used a hyphened form (morethan-skin-deep) – but that is not really recommended. 

7. One area we will be building up on the demo site is on Tattoos – a huge and profitable market – one of the top 10 in fact. There are some great affiliate tattoo products that I will be selling from this site.
8. Most free SEO hinges on keywords. So go to Google Free keyword Tool and check out what other keywords people are searching on (not just what you think is most        suitable) Make a list of a variety of words with the search volume (between 2,000 – 20,000). 
9. I discovered a number of good keywords that would help me target a niche market:- Unique Tattoos 18,100; Tattoo designs for women 14,800; Online tattoos 4,400
10. Next I will go to Nameboy.com to see if these domain names are taken and to see if there are any other ideas. You sometimes can get good ideas, but the site is often not up to date – as we discovered when preparing this webinar.

11. I decided to try www.tattoosonlinenow.com and Nameboy said it was available.

12. Then I go to NameCheap.com to actually purchase the domain name. I then discovered that tattoosonlinenow.com was not available so I tried www.tattoosnowonline and could get that.

13. We will now through the purchasing process. US$9.69 

14. Once you have a domain name, you have to have a place to host your website. HostGator is one of the cheapest and the best – it virtually has no down time and a 24/7 help desk. The baby package (any size any number of sites) is great value at US$9.95 per month.
15. A method I have used very successfully to increase traffic by combining my domain name and keywords with good, relevant information is via Blogs (I write Blogs for search engines to read, rather than people)

16. You can have Blogs on specific topics e.g. Tattoos with links back to your main website and hosted by an independent server.

17. Or your blog can be attached to your website in an internal directory e.g. as HBBA blog is
18. If you write in a Blog every day for 30 days you have a pretty good chance of getting the website listed on page one. We did this before the actual launch of HBBA – it works!

19. And where can you get information for your blog? Try going to free Forums on the topic e.g. Tattoo Forums and take the discussions from there and adapt to suit a short article.

